FINAL MESSAGE

“Stir up the gift of God which is in you.”
“How shall we tell our brothers and sisters that you are the God of life?”
 
 
Dear sisters and dear lay associates,
 
With this slogan we were called to the Second General Chapter in Rome, 10 July – 10 August 2009.
We experienced this Family event as gift, and as an act of giving.  Like someone who sprinkles a handful of flour into a bowl in preparation for making bread, each sister put in common what she had brought in her heart.  We knew well that what we had put in the bowl was very little, quite insufficient for responding to so many expectations and demands from the different realities which make up our lives.  But the presence of the Spirit made us understand that it is only in this sprinkling, this ‘casting into the bowl’ that we could create something new; and the Spirit, like water, flowed down on us to blend our work into unity, resulting in something much greater than our own intentions and abilities could bring about: the Good of Mother Gérine’s Family. 
We sought insistently for consensus, in listening and in dialogue (and not without becoming weary) before arriving at communion.  The effort of giving a welcome to mentalities and cultures different from our own, divesting ourselves of prejudice, was like dying to ourselves; but it is precisely this which will mark the life of our Family from now on.
One obvious fruit of inter-culturality was the election of the new General Council, the visible face of the Congregation; this shows us that the challenge of the journey of unity will be met through our diversity.
 
The presence of the Word among us gave power and energy to our liturgy; it was celebrated in different languages, different ways of expression.  Music opened and closed our days.
We had a Passover experience of sorrow and of life when we received news of the death of several of our sisters, whose passing brought to completion the mission entrusted to them.  In particular, we read as a great sign the death of Mother Domenica Chilò, who made herself gift to the very end.  She had begun the path of unification of the daughters of Mother Gérine, and right in the middle of the Chapter she uttered her final Yes, a witness to us of total surrender to the project of God.
 
Another reason for sorrow was the news of the death of several of our Christian brothers and sisters in Pakistan, because of their faith.  But at the same time, it gave us an occasion to express solidarity with the sisters of the Province, to give encouragement to them and all who continue to be a silent presence of the Gospel in that country.
The presence of Dorila and Livia was fruitful.  They were representing all the lay associates of Latin America and of Italy.  They made us realise that the charism is a gift of the Spirit, given without distinction to sisters and to laity.  One cannot be a jealous guardian of such a gift; it must be shared, in each one’s individual vocation, so that it may be a blessing for many.
The gift of this Chapter has now become riches for us all: these riches are the Constitutions, which we shall hold in our hands after they have been approved by the Holy See, and then translated, and which will become life for us as we prayerfully read them.
 
We were invited to stir up the gift of the charism: the bread made with our flour and baked by the fire of the Spirit, has become an offering for all the brothers and sisters we meet on the journey.  And this is how we shall be able, together, to proclaim that ‘the Lord is the God of life’.
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